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EDITORIAL Note
t is with great pride and enthusiasm Ithat we welcome you to the maiden 
edition of The Global Insight – A 

Quarterly Newsletter by CIBN USA: a 
platform created to inform, inspire, and 
connect our vibrant community of 
banking professionals across the 
diaspora.

As we approach a significant milestone, a 
decade of impact and excellences this 
inaugural issue offers a timely reflection on 
the remarkable journey of the CIBN USA 
Branch since its official inauguration in 
Atlanta, Georgia, in August 2015. What 
began as a vision to extend the influence 
and support of the Chartered Institute of 
Bankers of Nigeria to members in the 
United States has evolved into a dynamic 
hub of knowledge-sharing, professional 
development, and strategic engagement.

Over the past ten years, our branch has 
made meaningful contributions to the 
global banking landscape, empowering 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  f o r g i n g  s t r a t e g i c 
partnerships, expanding membership, and 
championing taught leadership through 
initiatives like the CATE Series (CIBN-USA Ask 
The Executive). 

These achievements are a testament to the 
u n w a v e r i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  o u r 
leadership, members, and partners who 
have upheld the Institute's values of 
integrity, excellence, and continuous 
development.

This newsletter will serve as a quarterly 
channel to highlight our branch activities, 
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Dear Esteemed Members and Readers,
share insights from industry leaders, 
celebrate member accomplishments, and 
update you on upcoming events and 
opportunities. It is also a space for 
collaboration, dialogue, and the continued 
strengthening of the bond between Nigerian 
banking professionals in the diaspora and 
our counterparts in Nigeria.

As we look to the future with optimism and 
determination, we invite you to stay 
engaged, share your ideas, and be an active 
part of this exciting new chapter.

Warm regards,

Editorial Team
 CIBN USA Branch Newsletter

Yewande Adekoya, ACIB

 Olufunke Odukoya, ACIB

 Sayo Adeyemi, FCIB

 Wese Obiabaka, HCIB

 Daniel Oludayo, Sodiya 

Editorial Team



Michael O. Jolayemi 
Branch Chairman.

n October 2013, the Registrar Chief IExecutive of the Chartered Institute of 
Bankers of Nigeria (CIBN), Dr. Uju 

Ogubunka, FCIB,  requested that CIBN 
members in the United States of America 
explore the possibility of starting a branch in 
the United States. The Chartered Institute of 
Bankers, USA Branch, was registered in the 
State of California on August 26, 2014, as a non-
profit public benefit corporation (501(c)(3).

The Branch was inaugurated on Saturday, 
August 1, 2015, in Atlanta, Georgia, by Otunba 
(Mrs.) 'Debola Osibogun, FCIB, then President 
and Chairman of Council, supported by Dr. (Sir) 
Seye Awojobi, PhD, FCIB, Registrar and Chief 
Executive of the Institute. Among the 
dist inguished guests  in  At lanta were 
Ambassador Geoffrey Teneilabe, Consul-
General, Nigeria Consulate, Atlanta, Georgia, 
and Dr. Johnson Ayodele Akingbade, FCIB, who 
served as the keynote speaker. The Branch's 
first Executive Committee was established 
under the leadership of its first Chairman, Mr. 
Emmanuel Amosu, FCIB. The branch has come 
a long way since then. The United States is 
unique in its size and diversity, with 50 states 
spread far apart, three Nigerian consulates, 
and one embassy in Washington, D.C. The CIBN 
members live vast distances from each other, 
across multiple time zones. It takes about six 
hours to fly from California to Boston. This 
geographical spread makes coordination 

Chairman's Note extremely challenging.

Another significant challenge is that many CIBN 
members in the USA are no longer practicing 
bankers, having transitioned into new careers to 
sustain their lives in the U.S. Continued 
allegiance to the CIBN and commitment to the 
cause of the Institute are therefore based largely 
on individual passion and interest. In the face of 
these challenges, the few committed members 
who run the branch have had to do so, often with 
personal resources.
I want to sincerely thank the past and current 
leaders, as well as all members of the branch, for 
their personal sacrifices over the past 10 years. I 
a lso  extend deep apprec iat ion to  our 
distinguished patrons for their unwavering 
support of the branch's activities. Our patrons 
have consistently shown full commitment 
whenever they were needed.

We are working hard to make the USA Branch the 
branch to beat within the Institute. Today marks 
a major milestone in our journey to enhance the 
global visibility and impact of the CIBN. Today, 
the maiden edition of the CIBN USA Quarterly 
Newsletter, Global Insight, is being launched by 
the President and Chairman of Council. Our 
website/web porta l  is  gradual ly  being 
developed, along with the Branch's YouTube 
channel. 
My sincere appreciation to the CIBN USA 
Communication Committee, you are a great 
team.

The primary objectives of these initiatives are to 
lead advocacy, foster national discourse, and 
promote collaborations on the future of banking 
and finance in Nigeria, Africa, and globally.
We appeal to friends of the Institute and 
supporters of the USA Branch to continue 
supporting our cause. We deeply appreciate the 
President and Chairman of Council, Professor 
Pius Deji Olanrewaju, PhD, FCIB, the past 
presidents, current office holder, and the 
Governing Council for their support. We also 
thank the Global Registrar and the officers and 
staff of the National Secretariat for their ongoing 
assistance.

Above all, we are grateful to God for the past 10 
years, and we firmly believe the best is yet to 
come.
Thank you.
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Welcome 
to th Maiden Edion of the

A Quarterly Newsletter of CIBN USA Branch

    It has been a journey!
 

he Global Insight, the official quarterly newsletter of the Chartered Institute of Bankers of TNigeria (CIBN) USA branch, is dedicated to being a trusted source of credible information. 

We aim to foster a strong connection between CIBN USA, Members, Stakeholders, Friends of the 
Branch, National Secretariat, Global Financial and Business community. As the image-maker of 
CIBN worldwide, particularly in the diaspora, we are committed to excellence.

Welcome to The Global Insight, the Quarterly Newsletter of the CIBN USA Branch!

A heartfelt appreciation goes to our incredible Editorial Team, whose dedication, teamwork, and 
commitment to integrity have made this initiative possible. 

The Global Insight, a Quarterly Newsletter of the CIBN USA Branch is here to stay and excel. 

GLOBAL 
INSIGHT
The
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The Chartered Institute of Bankers of Nigeria (CIBN) USA branch is 
committed to promoting and advancing the goals of the Chartered 
Institute of Bankers of Nigeria. Our mission is to support, harness, 
banking and financial knowledge to support Nigeria's economic growth 
and to foster global economic cooperation. We strive to unite registered 
CIBN members in the USA, encouraging them to uphold the highest 
ethical and professional standards in their careers and endeavors.

Mission:

vision:

To enhance the global reputation of the Chartered Institute of Bankers 

of Nigeria by fostering valuable relationships with professional 

organizations, Nigerian communities, businesses in the USA and across 

the diaspora, with the goal of ultimately benefitting Nigeria and the 

Branch's host nation.

· Integrity: Upholding ethical conduct in all activities and global 

interactions.

· Professionalism: Maintaining the highest standards of excellence in 

banking and finance, and other activities of members.

· Collaboration: Building strategic partnerships for mutual growth 

and impact.

· Commitment: Advancing the mission of CIBN for the benefit of 

Nigeria and the global financial community.

values:

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?

Remember... Our Money Matters
Unity National Bank’s “Our Money Matters” Digital Financial Platform

Contact us: (713) 387-7400, Fax: (713) 526-8697, 
Routing Number: 113001242

Serving the Community since   1963

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?



ver the past decade, the CIBN USA Branch 

Ohas  made remarkable  s t r ides  in 

promoting professional excellence, 

expanding its reach, and strengthening its impact 

both within the diaspora and in Nigeria. Some of our 

notable achievements include:

1.  Membership Growth

 Since its inception in 2015, the branch has 

grown from a modest 10 members to over 

50 members today. This steady growth 

reflects the value of the branch and its 

ability to attract and retain professionals 

committed to upholding banking and 

financial service excellence.

2.  Global Recognition & Influence

· The creation of international branches, 

including CIBN USA Branch, Canada, 

a n d  t h e  U K ,  h a s  s i g n i fi c a n t l y 

transformed the Institute's visibility and 

e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  N i g e r i a n 

professionals abroad.

· The presence of CIBN USA has elevated 

N i g e r i a  a n d  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ' s 

headquarters onto the global financial 

stage, fostering stronger connections 

with international financial institutions 

and industry leaders.

3.  The CATE (CIBN-USA Ask The Executive)  

Series

 The CATE Series is one of CIBN USA's  

flagship initiatives, designed to provide 

mentorship and professional guidance to 

aspiring financial leaders. The programme 

has:

· Inspired young professionals through 

success stories of accomplished banking 

a n d  fi n a n c i a l  s e r v i c e s  i n d u s t r y 

individuals.

· Enabled esteemed members to reinvent 

themselves after relocating abroad while 

making significant contributions to 

progressive projects in Nigeria.

· Facilitated valuable interactions between 

top Nigerian banking executives and 

Nigerians in the diaspora, promoting 

investment opportunities and business 

collaborations.

Notable Guest Executives Featured in the CATE 

Series:

1. Dr. Bayo Olugbemi, FCIB – MD/CEO, First 

Registrars & Services

2. Hajia Risikat Ahmed, FCIB – MD/CEO, ASO 

Savings & Loans Ltd.

3. Mr. Abubakar Suleiman, FCIB – GMD/CEO, 

Sterling Bank Plc

4. Mr. Olawale Osisanya, FCIB – MD, Gateway 

Mortgage Bank Limited

5. Mrs. Tomi Somefun, FCIB – MD/CEO, Unity 

Bank Plc

6. Ms. Buky Ikeotuonye, MD, United Capital 

Trustees Ltd, 

7. Mr. Korede Adedayo, FCIB - MD/CEO, First 

Trust Mortgage Bank

8. Mr. Hamid Joda, FCIB - MD/CEO, TA J Bank 

Ltd

This initiative has given the CIBN USA branch 

unparalleled visibility, credibility, and prestige, 

reinforcing its relevance among professionals in the 

global financial space.

4.  Prestigious Awards & Recognitions

 The CIBN USA branch has been recognized 

for its outstanding contributions and 
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excellence in leadership, winning multiple 

prestigious awards at the CIBN Worldwide 

Annual Bankers Conference in 2022, 

including:

· Best Branch in Organization of 

Activities & Functions – For the first 

time, a branch outside Lagos State won 

this category, a testament to CIBN USA's 

dedication and professionalism.

· 1st Runner-Up, Best International 

Branch – A recognition of the branch's 

impact in promoting the Institute's 

global presence.

Additionally, at the 2022 Biennial Conference, the 

branch received a Certificate of Recognition from 

Phil Kramer, Mayor of Franklin Township, New 

Jersey, USA, further solidifying its influence and 

contribution to the community.

5.  Strategic Partnerships

 To enhance its reach and strengthen 

collaborations, CIBN USA has established 

key partnerships with:

· Nigerians in Diaspora Organization 

(NIDO), New Jersey Branch

· Nigerians in Diaspora Organization 

(NIDO), Atlanta Branch

· Nigeria Consulate, New York

· Lagos & Ogun State Branches of CIBN – 

In line with the Institute's encouragement 

for branches to collaborate for success.

These partnerships have facilitated networking, 

knowledge sharing, and investment opportunities for 

professionals in the diaspora

Congrulory

Stephen Adeyemi

I proudly congratulate the CIBN USA Chapter on the 
successful launch of  our maiden newsletter. The team seeks to 
advance professional interactions. #TheGlobalInsight From: 

Michael Jolayemi 
https://x.com/Michaeljolayemi

CIBNUSA launches an inaugural newsletter! A remarkable 
step in sharing value amongst professionals across the globe. 

Congratulations! #TheGlobalInsight From: Stephen Adeyemi 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephen-s-adeyemi/
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TH

ANNUAL
BANKERSDinner

SAVE THE DATE

NOVEMBER 28, 2025
EKO Hotels & Suites

Plot 1415 Adetokunbo Ademola Street,
Victoria Island, Lagos Nigeria 

Membership 

Being a part of The CIBN USA branch offers 

members several advantages, including:

· Networking & Engagement: Opportunities to 

connect with fellow professionals, exchange 

valuable insights, and access career-

enhancing information.

· Mentorship & Support: Guidance for new 

immigrants, assistance in leveraging 

business and investment opportunities back 

home, and collaboration through the 

international branches.

· Access to Exclusive Resources: Availability 

of valuable industry information and 

resources provided by the Institute.

A Decade of Leadership & Milestones

As the branch marks its 10th anniversary in 

2025, it is essential to reflect on the journey so far. 

Over the past decade, CIBN USA has been led by 

three executive teams:

1. 2015 – 2020: Led by Mr. Emmanuel Amosu, 

FCIB (Pioneer Executive).

2. 2021 – 2023: Led by Mrs. Olabisi Okuyemi, 

FCIB

3. 2024 – Present: Led by Mr. Michael Jolayemi, 

Ph.D, FCIB

Major Programs & Achievements

Since its inception, the branch has successfully 

hosted several key events, including:

· Inauguration Ceremony (2015) – Atlanta, GA

· Three International Conferences: 

· 2018 – Atlanta, GA

· 2022 – New Jersey, NJ

· 2024 – Houston, TX

In addition to hosting impactful programs, CIBN 

USA has received numerous awards in recognition 

of its contributions as a leading offshore branch of 

the Institute.
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While the CIBN USA Branch has made 
significant strides over the last ten years, we 
acknowledge the challenges that come with 
maintaining and growing an international 
professional body. These challenges present 
opportunities for improvement and innovation 
as we strive to strengthen our impact.

Challenges
1. M e m b e r s h i p  C o o r d i n a t i o n

Coordinating members across the 
United States has been a persistent 
challenge due to the vast geographical 
spread, varying time zones, and 
competing personal and professional 
commitments. Ensuring maximum 
participation in branch activities and 
maintaining close-knit engagement 
with all members remains an ongoing 
e ff o r t .

2. Image and Reputation Management
 The perception of Nigeria on the 
global stage, influenced by the actions 
of a few bad actors, has unfortunately 
cast a shadow on many professionals 

and institutions affiliated with the 
country. Nigerian professionals, 
including CIBN members, must work 
harder to establish credibility and 
demonstrate professional excellence.

3. F u n d i n g  C o n s t r a i n t s
International branches face financial 
Challenges that sometimes hinder the 
execution of large-scale projects and 
initiatives.

4. Volunte e r- D rive n M e mbe rship 
E n g a g e m e n t
CIBN USA, like other international 
branches, operates on a volunteer 
basis, relying on the dedication and 
commitment of its members. However, 
with a limited number of actively 
engaged volunteers,  i t  can be 
challenging to drive high-impact 
projects and sustain momentum in 
e x e c u t i n g  b r a n c h  i n i t i a t i v e s .  

A Decade of 
IMPACT & GROWTH

CIBN USA BRANCH
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o ensure the continued growth and Timpact of CIBN USA, the Branch will 
adopt the following strategies:

1. Strengthening 
Communication through 
Newsletters
o The CIBN USA Newsletter will 

serve as a key instrument for 
l e a d e r s h i p  e n g a g e m e n t , 
p ro f e s s i o n a l  i n s i g h t s ,  a n d 
member updates.

o The intellectual content of the 
newsletter will be designed to 
ignite meaningful conversations, 
keeping members informed and 
engaged.

o Contributions from industry 
experts, taught leaders, and 
members will be encouraged to 
e n h a n c e  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ' s 
relevance and impact.

2. Enhancing Relationships & 
Sustaining Connections

 o Contacts made through annual 
conferences, networking events, 
and professional activities will be 
nurtured through consistent 
follow-ups.

 o A  s t r u c t u r e d  e n g a g e m e n t 
strategy will be developed to 
ensure that CIBN USA maintains 
c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  i n d u s t r y 
professionals, potential partners, 
and stakeholders.

The Way Forward: 
Strategies for a 

Sustainable Future

 o A mentorship and peer-networking 
initiative will be introduced to 
foster professional growth and 
knowledge exchange among 
members.

3. Expanding Collaborations for 
Greater Impact
o CIBN USA wi l l  act ively seek 

partnerships with reputable 
institutions across various sectors 
that align with the Institute's 
mission.

o Collaborations will be pursued 
with organizations both in the 
United States and Nigeria to 
foster cross-border professional 
development.

o Establishing relationships with 
diaspora organizations, academic 
institutions, and corporate entities 
will help to expand opportunities 
f o r  m e m b e r s  w h i l e  a l s o 
contributing to Nigeria's financial 
sector.

4. Promoting Leadership & 
Board Representation
o To ensure international branches 

have a voice in the Institute's 
strategic direction, CIBN USA 
advocates for rotational board 
representation at the Governing  
Council level.

o This representation will allow 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b r a n c h e s  t o 
articulate their unique needs, 
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ensuring that the Institute's 
l e a d e r s h i p  c o n s i d e r s  t h e 
p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  i t s  g l o b a l 
members.

o Representatives will work to 
strengthen policy advocacy and 
promote initiatives that enhance 
the growth of international 
branches.

5. Adopting Strategic Thinking 
for Future Growth
o CIBN USA will prioritize forward-

t h i n k i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t 
strengthen its influence and 

The Way Forward: 
Strategies for a 

Sustainable Future

relevance within the global 
financial landscape.

o The branch will proactively 
explore new avenues for 
professional development, 
thought  leadersh ip ,  and 
industry innovation.

o By leveraging technology, 
research, and industry best 
practices, CIBN USA aims to 
elevate its status as a leading 
fi n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t e  w h i l e 
positively impacting Nigeria's 
e c o n o m i c  a n d  fi n a n c i a l 
ecosystem.
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A big shoutout to CIBN USA on the launch of its 
first-ever newsletter! This achievement is

 laudible and our company is glad to be associated with this. 
#TheGlobalInsight

 From: Prince Akande

Shout out to CIBN USA for launching a maiden edition of a 
professional NewsLetter. 

#The GlobalInsight 
From: Yewande Adekoya @adekoyaosadare 

www.linkedin.com/in/yewande-adeola-adekoya/

Kudos to CIBN USA on launching your
 inaugural newsletter! A commendable bold 

step forward in uniting professionals and I am 
happy to associate with the team. 

#TheGlobalInsight. 
From: Alhaja Sally Eko 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sally-eko-95bb8510/

A big shoutout to CIBN USA on the launch of its
 first-ever newsletter! This achievement is 

laudible and our company is glad to be associated with this. 
#TheGlobalInsight 

From: Prosettlement Solutions LLC, Edison NJ 08817

Big Congrats CIBN USA on this initative of launching a NewsLetter. 
The idea is welcome and here is wishing the team sustained speed. 

#TheGlobalInsight From: Ebele Mogor 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ebele-mogor-04769123/

Congratulations!! CIBNUSA on successfully
 launching the maiden edition of a newsletter!

 It is a great and inspiring achievement 
#TheGlobalInsight 

From: Alhaji Kazeem Busari 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kazeem-busari-91227376/

Warm congratulations to CIBN USA on the successful launch of
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 your inaugural newsletter. Thers is always 
excellence and professionalism associated with this team of experts. 

Good job. #TheGlobalInsight From: Oloye Esan Ogunleye 

Congratulations to CIBN USA on the successful launch of 
your maiden newsletter!

 This inspires leadership and engagement amongst professionals across the 
diaspora. #TheGlobalInsight From: Nat Folarin

  https://www.linkedin.com/in/nathaniel-folarin-a94564168/

Well done!! A great milestone indeed on 
publishing your newsletter. 

I wish a wide-reach and other successes for this move of ingenuity. 
#TheGlobalInsight. From: Funke Odukoya

 @olu_gracefullybeautifulhub

Warmest congratulations to the 
CIBN USA Chapter on the 

successful launch of our Maiden Newsletter! 
This initiative showcases our commitment to 

advancing professional interactions and fostering 
connections with the community #TheGlobalinsight 

From: Daniel Oludayo Shodiya

Congratulations to CIBN USA on 
launching its first newsletter! 

A proud moment for the finance community – 
Well done! 

#TheGlobalInsight From: Unity NationalBank 
https://unitybanktexas.com/

Congratulations to CIBNUSA for
 this proud feat launching a premier 

edition of a newsletter. Many more 

to come in future from the team. 

#TheGlobalInsight From: Emmanuel Amosu 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/emmanuel-amosu-6ab1122/

12GLOBAL INSIGHT

CongruloryCongrulory
Messages



PhotoSpeak
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CIBN USA
International Conference 2022

New Jersey
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CIBN USA
International Conference 2022

New Jersey
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Image from

ATLANTA 2018
I n v e s t i t u r e a n d D i n n e r
ATLANTA 2018
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Image from

ATLANTA 2018
Visit to Georgia State Legislature and GA Governor’s Office
ATLANTA 2018
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Images from the

Inauguration of the
CIBN USA Branch

( A u g u s t 2 0 1 5 )
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Images from the

Inauguration of the
CIBN USA Branch

( A u g u s t 2 0 1 5 )
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Image from

ATLANTA 2018
C o n f e r e n c e S e s s i o n s

ATLANTA 2018
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Images from

ATLANTA 2018
Visit to MLK Jnr. Center
ATLANTA 2018
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Prof.  Pius  Deji Olanrewaju, Ph.D, FCIB

Dele Alabi, Ph.D, FCIB

Registrar/Chief Executive Officer
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Mr. Micheal Jolayemi, Ph.D, FCIB
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